
KATHMANDU 

HOT QUESTIONS 

Question 1: “Contrasting cultures and experiences enrich our understanding of the world.” Justify 
this statement with reference to Kathmandu. 

Answer: In Kathmandu, Vikram Seth vividly describes the contrasting cultures of the Hindu and Buddhist 
shrines he visits. The Pashupatinath temple is bustling with rituals, chaos, and crowds, reflecting the 
vibrant Hindu culture. In contrast, the Boudhanath stupa exudes serenity and order, symbolizing Buddhist 
spirituality. These striking differences highlight the diverse religious practices coexisting in Kathmandu. 
Additionally, Seth’s observations extend to the streets filled with noise, vibrant marketplaces, and varied 
smells, adding to the city’s cultural richness. This juxtaposition of tranquility and chaos deepens Seth’s 
appreciation for the complexity of human experiences. The story illustrates that exposure to diverse 
traditions and environments broadens one’s perspective, fostering a deeper understanding of the world. 

Question 2: “Travel not only broadens our horizons but also enriches our soul.” Justify this statement 
with reference to Kathmandu. 

Answer: In Kathmandu, Vikram Seth’s journey showcases how travel fosters both intellectual and 
emotional enrichment. Through his exploration of the Pashupatinath temple and the Boudhanath stupa, 
he encounters distinct religious practices and learns about cultural diversity. The lively streets of 
Kathmandu, filled with vibrant shops and noisy vendors, offer a sensory feast, leaving a lasting impression 
on him. His reflection on the serene Buddhist atmosphere juxtaposed with the chaos of Hindu rituals 
symbolizes the balance of experiences one gains through travel. The narrator’s detailed observations and 
interactions with the local environment demonstrate how travel exposes individuals to new perspectives, 
fostering personal growth and enriching the soul with a deeper appreciation for life’s diversity. 

Short Questions 

1. Question: How does the narrator describe the atmosphere at the Pashupatinath temple? 

Answer: The narrator describes the Pashupatinath temple as chaotic and vibrant, filled with devotees, 
saffron-clad priests, and even animals like monkeys. The rituals and activities create a lively and noisy 
atmosphere, reflecting the fervor of Hindu worship. The crowd’s energy contrasts with the spiritual 
significance of the temple, highlighting the coexistence of faith and chaos. 

2. Question: What impression does the narrator have of the Boudhanath stupa? 

Answer: The narrator finds the Boudhanath stupa peaceful and serene. Unlike the chaotic Pashupatinath 
temple, the stupa exudes calmness, with devotees quietly walking around it. The white dome and the 
orderly behavior of the people create an atmosphere of tranquility, symbolizing the meditative essence of 
Buddhism. 

 

 

 



3. Question: What contrasts does the narrator observe between the two shrines? 

Answer: The narrator observes a stark contrast between the chaos of the Pashupatinath temple and the 
tranquility of the Boudhanath stupa. While the Hindu temple is crowded, noisy, and bustling with activity, 
the Buddhist stupa is calm, orderly, and serene. This juxtaposition highlights the diverse spiritual 
experiences in Kathmandu. 

4. Question: How does the narrator describe the streets of Kathmandu? 

Answer: The narrator describes the streets of Kathmandu as lively and bustling, with shops selling 
everything from flutes to postcards. The sounds of hawkers and temple bells mix with the chaos of traffic. 
The streets are a sensory overload, reflecting the vibrancy of the city’s culture and commerce. 

5. Question: Why does the narrator mention the flute seller in detail? 

Answer: The narrator mentions the flute seller in detail to emphasize the unique charm of Kathmandu’s 
streets. The seller’s melodious tunes and calm demeanor contrast with the chaotic surroundings, 
symbolizing the artistic spirit and cultural richness of the city. The flutes also represent unity in diversity, 
as their music transcends barriers. 

6. Question: How does the narrator’s experience in Kathmandu reflect the theme of diversity? 

Answer: The narrator’s experience in Kathmandu reflects diversity through the contrasting religious 
practices at the Pashupatinath temple and Boudhanath stupa. The bustling streets, colorful shops, and 
varied sounds further highlight the city’s cultural richness, showcasing a harmonious coexistence of 
traditions and lifestyles. 

7. Question: What does the narrator’s interaction with the city reveal about his perspective on 
travel? 

Answer: The narrator’s interaction with the city reveals his keen observational skills and appreciation for 
cultural diversity. He immerses himself in the sensory experiences of Kathmandu, finding meaning in both 
chaos and serenity. This reflects his belief that travel enriches understanding and broadens horizons. 

8. Question: Why does the narrator decide to return to Delhi by air? 

Answer: The narrator decides to return to Delhi by air because he finds the bus journey to be time-
consuming and uncomfortable. His decision reflects a practical choice influenced by his desire for 
convenience, as well as a contrast between the charm of exploring a place and the challenges of travel.  

9. Question: What does the narrator’s journey teach about the essence of travel? 

Answer: The narrator’s journey teaches that travel is about experiencing diverse cultures, understanding 
new perspectives, and embracing the contrasts of life. Through his observations of Kathmandu’s shrines, 
streets, and people, he realizes that travel enriches the soul by offering unique experiences that broaden 
one’s understanding of the world. 

 

 



10. Question: “The commonality of all mankind lies in the shared emotions and experiences that 
unite us.” Justify this statement with reference to Kathmandu. 

Answer: In Kathmandu, the narrator reflects on the commonality of mankind through the universal appeal 
of music, symbolized by the flute seller. Despite the chaos and diversity of the city, the melodious sound 
of flutes resonates with everyone, transcending cultural and geographical boundaries. The flutes represent 
emotions and experiences shared by all humans, such as joy, sorrow, and longing. This moment highlights 
how art and music unify people, demonstrating that beneath the surface of diversity, humanity shares a 
profound connection. 

 

 

 

 

 


